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British manufacturer ATC is known for high-quality studio monitors used in renowned recording studios worldwide. With the SCM20ASL,
ATC presents a compact active loudspeaker that combines state-of-the-art technology with classic studio design.

Studio at home

The story of ATC begins in 1974 when engineer Billy Woodman founded the company in Gloucestershire, England. Since then, ATC (short for "Acoustic
Transducer Company") has earned an outstanding reputation in the professional audio world, particularly for its high-quality studio monitors. Prestigious
names such as Abbey Road Studios in London, Skywalker Sound in California, and Deutsche Grammophon in Berlin are among its loyal customers —
clear evidence of the exceptional sound quality of ATC loudspeakers.

Akey factor in their success lies in their in-house drivers. The 12-inch PA75-314 driver enjoys almost cult status among experts, and the SM75-150s
soft-dome midrange driver marked a true milestone in loudspeaker design. At the end of the 1990s, ATC once again set a benchmark: with the
introduction of Super Linear Technology , they succeeded in making the drivers' behavior even more linear. Special alloys in the magnetic circuit,
which exhibit virtually no hysteresis, enable exceptionally precise sound reproduction.

ATC SCM20ASL

And with that, we elegantly bridge the gap to our test device today: the ATC SCM20ASL . The name alone reveals a lot about this loudspeaker. "SCM"
stands for "Studio Control Monitor," indicating its professional use. The number "20" refers to the cabinet volume in liters. The letter "A" denotes the
active version, while the "S" stands for a sealed enclosure. Finally, the concluding "L" signifies the use of the aforementioned Super Linear Technology.

What we have before us is an active studio monitor with a closed enclosure, linear sound signature and a volume of twenty liters —a compact
powerhouse with audiophile ambitions.

By the way: Anyone unfamiliar with ATC's naming conventions can easily get confused. In the Classic series, to which the SCM20ASL belongs, the
models are distinguished primarily by the number in their name. Furthermore, almost every model is available in both passive and active versions.
However, once you understand the logic behind the model designation, you'll quickly realize what you're dealing with: The SCM20ASL is the smallest
model in the Classic series — but it delivers a truly impressive sound.
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The rear panel features a clearly laid-out control panel and massive heat sinks for the powerful Class A/B amplifiers. (Image: ATC /ATR — Audio Trade)

Design

The ATC SCM20ASL embodies British studio DNA in its purest form. At first glance, the rectangular wooden cabinet conveys a clean, professional
impression. The slightly protruding baffle serves as a mount for the fabric-covered front grille — entirely without visible fixing points. Instead of magnets
or pins, the grille simply snaps into place — a detail that is as simple as it is elegant. Two drivers are precisely recessed into the matte black front: at the
top, a 25 mm soft-dome tweeter designated S-Spec, housed in a short waveguide to optimize dispersion. Directly below it operates the 150 mm Super
Linear midrange/bass driver — an in-house ATC development known for its exceptional precision in the critical frequency range.

The functional studio character continues seamlessly on the rear panel. A generously sized heatsink ensures reliable temperature regulation, flanked by
robust metal carrying handles — a thoughtful detail, as the heavy monitor would be difficult to carry without them. The connection section is limited to the
essentials: a balanced XLR input — perfectly in keeping with studio purism. In addition, several precise controls are available: A bass shelving EQ allows
for adjustments of +2 dB from just below 1 kHz, resulting in a particularly smooth and natural effect. The input level can also be set to either 1V (+2.2
dBu) or 2 V (+8.2 dBu) and then further trimmed by up to -6 dB. Here, ATC's decades of experience in the professional audio sector are clearly evident:
Studio monitors are tools — and must be correspondingly flexible in their adjustments.

Closed concept

Another key design feature: The SCM20ASL deliberately forgoes a bass reflex port. Instead, ATC opts for a sealed enclosure — and for good reason.
The airtight construction results in tighter, more precise bass, as the air inside the cabinet provides controlled resistance to the driver, minimizing
unwanted resonance. A sealed system also offers advantages in terms of phase accuracy — the sound remains clear, unadulterated, and analytical. Of
course, this design also entails limitations, such as in bass extension. But ATC consciously accepts this compromise — in favor of an honest, studio-
quality sound reproduction that delivers every note with pinpoint accuracy.
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The 150 mm super linear woofer and the 25 mm S-Spec soft dome tweeter ensure exceptionally linear and detailed sound reproduction. (Image: ATC /
ATR — Audio Trade)

Technology

ATC rightly calls the SCM20ASL a "true" active loudspeaker, because it's not simply a case of housing an amplifier in the cabinet: all the electronics are
precisely matched to the drivers and the cabinet. This starts with the active crossover, which — in classic studio fashion — is located before the power
amplifiers. This allows for precise control of level, phase, and crossover frequency.

The signal is split at 2,200 Hz — a sensitive range for the localization and intelligibility of acoustic instruments and voices. ATC employs a second-order
Linkwitz-Riley filter with a 12 dB/octave slope. The advantage: Both frequency bands meet at -6 dB, resulting in a phase-coherent and linear overall
frequency response. Additionally, an all-pass filter ensures precise phase alignment between the tweeter and woofer — another detail that underscores
the meticulous engineering.

The power amplifiers are also uncompromisingly matched to the loudspeaker. The bass and midrange drivers are powered with a robust 200 W, while
the tweeter receives 50 W. Both amplifiers operate using analog Class A/B technology, and instead of relying on digital signal processors (DSP), ATC
remains true to its purely analog philosophy. Robust MOSFETs are used as amplification elements — a proven choice for powerful and low-distortion
reproduction.

From a purely technical standpoint, the SCM20ASL presents itself as an impressive loudspeaker — built with the clear goal of maximum sound fidelity.
ATC specifies the frequency range as 55 Hz to 25 kHz (with a -6 dB tolerance), and the maximum sound pressure level is a remarkable 114 dB —
enough for any realistic listening situation.



The 2-way system with a closed cabinet is a classic design that proves its worth once again. (Image: Auerbach Verlag)

Lineup

ATC recommends the SCM20ASL for small to medium-sized rooms of approximately 10 m? and above. This recommendation has less to do with the
potential volume level — which is more than sufficient — and more to do with the bass response. Due to the closed cabinet design, the low frequencies
are naturally somewhat more restrained, but precise and tight. The major advantage: The speakers can easily be placed close to walls without the bass
sounding boomy or uncontrolled.

Our listening room is of medium to large size, so we slightly adjust the low frequencies with the bass shelving EQ — the result sounds balanced, natural
and absolutely coherent.

Even though the SCM20ASL belongs to ATC's HiFi series, its professional origins are clearly evident, for example, in its dispersion pattern. For optimal
results, an equilateral stereo triangle with a clear toe-in towards the listening position is recommended. The sweet spot is relatively narrow — typical for
true studio monitors — but therein lies its strength: precise localization and a focused soundstage.

This sets the stage for the crucial part: the hearing test.
Sound test

Since the ATC SCM20ASL is a fully active loudspeaker, we only need one source device — in our case, the Cambridge Audio CXN100, which we
connect directly via XLR. We begin our listening test with Adele's "Easy On Me" from the album "30". The gentle piano fills the room beautifully, and as
soon as the vocals begin, Adele's voice is crystal clear and direct — almost tangible.

The ATC speakers reproduce every nuance with surgical precision. What you hear isn't a embellished soundscape, but rather unflinching detail — a
hallmark of true studio monitors. The midrange is present and well-defined, though the speaker lacks a certain emotional warmth. It remains objective,
almost clinical — which isn't to everyone's taste.

In contrast, our second example, "Look Out For Me" by Turnstile, is a different story. The high-energy hardcore punk production demands control and
clarity — both of which the ATC SCM20ASL delivers with flying colors. Drums, guitars, and vocals are perfectly separated; nothing gets muddy or
obscured. Transients are razor-sharp, and even reverberation and spatial information remain clearly audible. Around the middle of the song, the track
transforms into an atmospheric dance section — this too glides effortlessly and expansively through the room.



The ATC SCM20ASL is unusually stylish for a studio monitor. It comes with a good selection of finishes. (Image: ATC / ATR — Audio Trade)

Bass test

Now we turn our attention to the bass range: We test the low-frequency capabilities with "Haydar Haydar" by Derya Yildirnm & Grup Simsek. As
expected, the closed-back speaker doesn't deliver sub-bass, but instead offers precise, tight bass with clear definition. The active speaker brings out
the minimalist, finely produced instrumentation with impressive transparency. Every subtle sound effect, every delicate nuance is audible — and vocal
reproduction remains excellent.

To conclude, FKA Twigs and her latest album "Eusexua": The playful arrangements, the artful effects processing — everything seems tangible in the
room. The ATCs transform our listening room into an electronic club. The soundstage is deep, the sound visceral. For the full bass impact, however, a
suitable subwoofer is recommended — it should be tight and analytical to avoid diluting the sound image.

In summary, we can say that the ATC SCM20ASL rewards high-quality productions. Where the mix and mastering are excellent, it shines with precision
and clarity. However, it mercilessly exposes the flaws in less well-mixed tracks. Vocals, in particular, benefit from its resolution — the localization is
pinpoint accurate, and the phantom center is stable.

The SCM20ASL is purist: one input, no DSPs, no room correction. This very simplicity makes it the perfect interface between professional studio
monitors and high-end hi-fi. Anyone who appreciates analytical listening will find a loyal partner in this speaker.

Price and availability

The ATC SCM20ASL compact loudspeakers (active) are available from specialist retailers for €8,990.00 per pair. Color finishes: Ash Black, Cherry,
Oak, Walnut, Satin White, Satin Black

ATR — Audio Trade is responsible for the distribution of ATC loudspeakers in Germany .
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